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Data, I think, is one of the most powerful 
mechanisms for telling stories. 

I take a huge pile of data and I try to get it to 
tell stories.

-Steven Levitt
Co-author, Freakonomics
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Your Turn
So, what’s your 

college enrollment 
rate?

It depends.

(The evaluator’s answer 
always is)
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College Enrollment Rate by Type of College:
% Enrolled in Each Type of College First Fall
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Line of Study: 6-Year Students: 
% of group continuously enrolled 7th-12th grade
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College Enrollment Rate, by Years in Group
% Enrolled in College First Fall
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College Enrollment Rate by 7th Grade GPA : 
% Enrolled in College First Fall

49
60

68
75

85

42

64 60
71

84

44

59 63
73

80

0

20

40

60

80

100

Below 2.0 2.00-2.49 2.50-2.99 3.00-3.49 3.50-4.00

Pe
rc

en
t o

f S
en

io
rs

Of Students’ Whose 7th Grade GPA Was…

GEAR UP Cohort Matched Schools Cohort Retrospective Cohort

7th 8th 9th 10th 11th 12th

Findings



17

48

37 36

22
26 30

0

20

40

60

80

100

GEAR UP Cohort Matched Schools
Cohort

Retrospective
Cohort

Pe
rc

en
t o

f S
en

io
rs

Two-year

Four-year

College Enrollment Rate by Type of College:
% Enrolled in Each Type of College First Fall

7th 8th 9th 10th 11th 12th

Findings



46
51

58

42 36 32

0

20

40

60

80

100

Expected Some
College or Less

Expected Two-Year
Degree

Expected Four-Year
Degree

Pe
rc

en
t o

f S
en

io
rs

Two-year

Four-year

College Enrollment Rate, by 7th Grade Expectations:
% Enrolled in Each Type of College First Fall

7th 8th 9th 10th 11th 12th

Findings



72 75
82 79 81

94 92
86

93 88
97 98 98 97 95

0

20

40

60

80

100

Counseling Financial Aid
Counseling

Mentoring College Visit Active Parent
Participation

Pe
rc

en
t o

f S
en

io
rs

Low Average High

College Enrollment Rate, by GU Participation:
% Enrolled in College First Fall

7th 8th 9th 10th 11th 12th

Findings



What is the next question you 
would ask?

Your Turn



THANKS!
Any questions?

You can find us at
kbrooks@cobroconsulting.com / lbramwel@lausd.net

Useful link: The Missing Manual: Using National Student Clearinghouse Data to Track 
Postsecondary Outcomes. Dynarski, Hemelt, & Hyman 2013. 

http://www-personal.umich.edu/~jmhyman/dynarski_hemelt_hyman_missing_manual.pdf
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