Utah’s Statewide GEAR UP Education Program
Evaluation Summary, 2015-16
Utah’s Statewide GEAR UP Education Program (Utah GEAR UP) has served students in their last year of high school since 201112, and those who continued to their first year of college since 2012-13. This report presents information about college
enrollment rates and outcomes during the students’ first year of college.
COLLEGE ENROLLMENT AND PERSISTENCE
Utah GEAR UP collects data on college enrollment using the National Student Clearinghouse (NSC), a student senior exit survey
and confirmatory phone calls the following fall, and from GEAR UP staff serving students in their first year of college. On the left
side of Figure 1, college enrollment rates (according to NSC data only) are presented, along with persistence rates on the right.
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The highest college enrollment rates were evident among the first group of seniors served by the program. Note that students
who were seniors at that time may have already overcome any academic hurtles they encountered earlier in school (before GEAR
UP implementation). This would mean they were students who were less at-risk of dropping out of high school or not enrolling
in college compared with Utah GEAR UP students recruited earlier in their academic career (that GEAR UP may have helped
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Figure 2. GEAR UP participation, years in program, and college enrollment
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caution. The most notable differences in college enrollment rates are evident when comparing those who did and did not
participate in financial aid counseling. GEAR UP students who participated in financial aid counseling were substantially more
likely to enroll in college, and this held true for students in GEAR UP for any number of years. Among seniors who participated in
supportive services, it appears the benefits of these services were not realized if they had only been in GEAR UP for one year
(i.e., began participating during their senior year), however did relate to college enrollment among seniors who had been a part
of GEAR UP for more than one year.
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UT GEAR UP FYS Program
Number of Students

Utah GEAR UP has also served 1,922 students in their first year of college
Figure 3. First-Year Services students
(referred to as Grade 13) since they began implementing the First-Year Services
• First-Year Services (FYS) has served first-year
2000
(FYS) component of the program during the 2012-13 school year. Figure 3
students
for
three
years.
In-State
1824
shows the number of students served during the most recent year, as well as
1500
Out-of-State
•
559
students
served
in
Fall
of
2015
overall. In addition to services provided at Utah Valley University, where the
• 1922 students
served
GEAR UP grant is administered,
services
arelife-of-grant
structured in conjunction with
1000
partnerships at Weber
State
University,
Salt
Lake
Community
College, Utah
• FYS GEAR UP at Utah Valley
University
State University, and the San Juan Foundation. Utah GEAR UP also provides
500
• We serve students who attend colleges where we do not
526
some FYS services to students who attend colleges where no such relationships
have partnerships.
98
33
exist, such as several out of state institutions. Such services are provided via
0
telephone, texting,• or
internet.
FYS
at Partner Colleges & Community Organization
Fall 2015
2012-2015 Total
• Weber State University

Grade 13 Service Participation

Percent of Grade 13 Students

FYS services include individual counseling,
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College persistence rates were examined in relation to FYS participation. For all activities other than Summer Bridge, hours of
participation were categorized as none, low (0.5 or fewer hours), or high (greater than 0.5 hours). For Summer Bridge, which is a
multi-day program, low participation is 10 or fewer hours, whereas high participation is greater than 10 hours; this generally
reflected the difference between students who did not complete the entire Summer Bridge program and those who did. Note
that some of the groups examined are comprised of fewer than 100 students, so it is difficult to draw conclusions. As shown in
Figure 5, first-fall college students
Figure 5. College student persistence to second fall, by First-Year Service participation
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SUMMARY

* Fewer than 100 students participated

Overall, the outcomes presented here for Utah GEAR UP services, both in pre-college years and First-Year Services, show that they are
associated with higher college enrollment and persistence. Future analyses will expand upon these findings and examine student
academic careers prior to senior year, and attempt to provide more understanding of courses taken, activity participation and other
factors leading toward post-secondary outcomes of interest.
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